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Trachys Fabricius, 1801 (Insecta, Coleoptera): proposed fixation of the 
feminine gender of the genus and the form of derivation of family- 
group names based on Trachys 
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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Articles 29.3 and 30 of the Code, is 
to validate the feminine gender of the genus-group name Trachys Fabricius, 1801 for 
a common and widespread leaf-mining jewel beetle and the form of derivation of 
family-group names based on Trachys. 
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1. Fabricius (1801, p. 218) introduced the generic name Trachys including eleven 
nominal species: Trachys tessellata Fabricius, 1801, T ephippium Fabricius, 1801, 
Biiprestis pygmaea Fabricius, 1787, T. riigosa Fabricius, 1801, B. miniita Linnaeus, 
1758, T terminans Fabricius, 1801, T fastigiata Fabricius, 1801, T. piilchella 
Fabricius, 1801, T. exigua Fabricius, 1801, T pusilla Fabricius, 1801 and B. nana 
Paykull, 1799. None was designated or indicated as the type species. Fabricius treated 
Trachys as a feminine name as evident from the endings of all the specific names 
included, and from his use of the feminine genitive Trachydis. 

2. Westwood (1840, p. 25) designated Biiprestis mimita Linnaeus, 1758 as the type 
species of Trachys. 

3. There is no uniformity in interpretation of the gender of Trachys in the 
literature. Many principal works on buprestidae since Fabricius (1801) have 
accepted Trachys as feminine. These include the works of Dejean (1821, pp. 30-31; 
1833, p. 83; 1836, p. 94), Gory & Laporte (1840, pp. 1-1 1), Kiesenwetter (1849, p. 41; 
1857, pp. 166 -172), Lacordaire (1857, p. 88), Dohrn (1858, p. 51), Deyrolle (1864, 
pp. 237-268), Marseul (1866, pp. 504-519), Gemminger & Harold (1869, 
pp. 1452-1454), Saunders (1871, pp. 130-132), Stein & Weise (1877, p. 91), Heyden, 
et al. (1883, p. 105; 1891, p. 201; 1906, p. 420), Kerremans (1892, pp. 284-289; 1903, 
pp. 307-314), Thery (1905, pp. 148-166; 1925, p. 177; 1948, pp. 60-82), Jakobson 
(1913, p. 780), Schaefer (1936, pp. 120-123; 1956, pp. 45-48), Obenberger (1937, 
pp. 1352-1409), Kurosawa (1959, pp. 204—247), Descarpentries & Villiers (1965, 
pp. 723-735), Rikhter & Alexeev (1965, pp. 294-295), Bily (1977, pp. 46^7), 
Burakovski et al. (1985, pp. 82-86), Alexeev (1989, pp. 4764-77) and Bellamy (2003, 
pp. 95-96). Other works have treated Trachys as masculine including Schaum (1862, 
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p. 57), Stein (1868, p. 64), Bedel (1921, p. 169), Thery (1930, pp. 520- 540; 1942, 
pp. 182-198), Schaefer (1947, pp. 166-167; 1949, pp. 460-^80), Horion (1955, 
pp. 117-124), Harde (1979, pp. 246-248), Bily (1982, pp. 87-91), Cobos (1986, 
pp. 278-289), Curletti (1994, pp. 199-207), Kohler & Klausnitzer (1998, p. 103) and 
Arnaiz Ruiz et al. (2002, p. 62). It is desirable to resolve the problem of the 
interpretation of the gender of Trachys because several large works dealing with the 
entire buprestid systematics of the Palaearctic region or the world fauna (FaEu 
project. Catalogue of the Palaearctic Beetles, World Catalogue of Buprestidae) are 
nearing completion. 

4. Kraatz (1859, p. 59 in Schaum, 1859; Kraatz, 1870, p. 31) was the first to suggest 
that Trachys is masculine, but reversed his opinion after the published discussion 
between him and von Harold (1869, p. 117; 1870, p. 116). It is evident that many 
recent authors (e.g. Thery, Schaefer, Horion) followed Bedel (1921, p. 166) who 
commented and reopened the Trachys gender case. 

5. Article 30.1.4.2 (Gender of genus-group names) may allow for the solution to 
this problem: ‘A genus-group name that either is, or ends in, a word of common or 
variable gender (masculine or feminine) is to be treated as masculine unless its author, 
when establishing the name, stated that it is feminine or treated it as feminine in 
combination with an adjectival species-group name [Art. 31.2]\ However, a question 
remains here as it seems clear that there is no indication that Trachys, or its stem, is 
of common or variable gender. 

6. We realize that strictly speaking the name "Trachys' should be treated as 
masculine (feminine form would be Tracheia). But Fabricius created his names in a 
rather free, non-standard and sometimes grammatically incorrect way (see also 
Harold, 1870). For this reason we should accept "Trachys' as a non-standard name, 
which according to Prof A. Bartonek, a linguist and specialist in ancient Greek, can 
be treated as feminine to maintain the author’s intention. 

7. The first author who established a family-group name derived from Trachys was 
Laporte (1835, p. 166); he used the form Trachisites. Trachisidae'. Because we 
propose confirmation of the feminine gender for Trachys, we also propose, following 
Article 29.3.3 and Recommendation 29A of the Code, to form the family-group 
names trachysidae, trachysinae and trachysini by adding the suffix -dae to the 
whole name Trachys in accordance with Laporte (1835, p. 166). 

8. It is proposed that the names tracheidae Gistel, 1848 (p. 3); trachinae 
Obenberger, 1926 (p. 651); trachyinae Gavoy, 1897 (p.l33); trachydini Reitter, 
1911 (p. 180); TRACHYNi Kerremans, 1893 (p. 121) and trachynini Kraatz, 1869 
(p. 36) are considered invalid as incorrectly derived from Trachys, 

9. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 

(1) to rule that: 

(a) the gender of the genus-group name Trachys Fabricius, 1801 is feminine: 

(b) the family-group names derived from the genus-group name Trachys 
should be formed by adding the appropriate ending to the name of the 
genus in the nominative case (e.g. trachysidae, trachysinae, trachysini); 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Trachys 
Fabricius, 1801 (gender: feminine), type species mimita Linnaeus, 1758, by 
subsequent designation by Westwood, 1840, as published in the binomen 
Biiprestis miniita; 
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(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name mimita 
Linnaeus,. 1758, as published in the binomen Biiprestis mimita Linnaeus, 1758 
(specific name of the type species of Trachys Fabricius, 1801); 

(4) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the name 
TRACHYSiDAE Laporte, 1835 (type genus Trachys Fabricius, 1801). 

(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in 
Zoology the following names, as incorrectly derived from Trachys Fabricius 
(1801): 

(a) TRACHEiDAE Gistcl, 1 848; 

(b) TRACHiNAE Obcnbcrger, 1926; 

(c) TRACHYiNAE Gavoy, 1897; 

(d) TRACHYDiNi Rcittcr, 1911; 

(e) TRACHYNi Kerremans, 1893; 

(f) TRACHYNiNi Kraatz, 1869. 
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